
  
 
August 29, 2013 
 
The Right Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Canada 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 
 
Sent via Canada Post and by email to:  pm@pm.gc.ca  

 

Subject: Wireless competition 

Dear Prime Minister, 

On August 9th 2013, the Canadian Federation of Pensioners (CFP) wrote to you regarding what we 

consider to be the likely unintended, and negative, consequences of the current terms for the upcoming 

wireless spectrum auction.  In particular, large foreign telecommunications service providers would be 

given preferred access to wireless spectrum, relative to the Canadian incumbent firms.  We noted that 

the greater risk this course of action would impose on Canadian seniors was already evident in the 

investment market, and that this risk would grow as long as the Government continued to support 

regulations that gave advantages to large foreign providers over domestic suppliers. 

Since that time, many media articles, and at least one independent economic assessment by the Fraser 

Institute, have also advised that the Government amend the current regulations so that unintended 

advantages are not conferred on some to the detriment of others.   

The CFP was disappointed to see, as reported in the Toronto Star on August 28, 2013, that the Industry 

Committee voted on August 27th , 2013 to reject a proposal that would have allowed for greater public 

comment on this important issue.   

We continue to believe that providing regulatory advantages to large foreign service providers will 

inevitably work against the security that individuals and pension plans rely upon to help support 

Canadian seniors in their retirement years.   

At the very least, the Industry Minister should be given the opportunity to consider the many arguments 

in favour of altering the current course on which the Government is embarked, and to avail himself, in 

the course of his consideration, of a more fulsome expression of public views. 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Farmer 
President – Canadian Federation of Pensioners 

mailto:pm@pm.gc.ca


  
bob.farmer@sympatico.ca 
613-256-8130 
133 Stonehome Cr, Almonte, ON 
K0A 1A0 

 

CC: 

Hon. James Moore, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Industry  
Sent by Canada Post and by email to: minister@ic.gc.ca  
c/o james.maunder@ic.gc.ca  
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